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[OURNAL  of  the  Proceedings  and  Deb^-tIis 
in  the  Political  Club,  continued  from  Page  544. 


As  the  Number  of  Seamen  employed  in 
the  publick  Service  vcas  laf  Year 
very  much  reduced ,  I  Jhall  novo 
give  you  two  very  remarkable 
Speeches  made  in  our  Clitb  upon  that  . 
Subject,  the  firfl  of  which  was  made 
by  C.  Numifius,  and  was  in  Sub - 
fiance  as  follows ,  viz. 

Mr.  Y  ref  dent  t 
SIR , 

SHALL  readily  g 
agree  with  the  Hon. 
gentlemen,  who  have 
moved  for  the  num¬ 
ber  of  feamen  pro- 
pofed  to  be  kept  in 
pay  for  thefervice  oftheenfuingyear, 
that  this  nation  had  never  more  oc-  q 
cafion  for  frugality  in  every  branch  of 
the  publick  expence  than  it  has  at  pre¬ 
sent  ;  but  it  feemsto  me  to  be  a  ftrange 
piece  of  ceconomy,  to  diminifti  our 
naval  force,  when  at  the  fame  time 
we  are  increafing  the  number  of 
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our  land  forces,  or  at  lead  not  di- 
miniihing  it  fo  much  as  by  one  man 
lefs  than  we  had  laft  year.  This,  I  fay. 
Sir,  is  a  ftrange  fort  of  ceconomy, 
conlidering  our  lituation  ;  and  fuch 
a  one,  as  might  make  people  be¬ 
lieve,  that  thofe  who  advifed  and 
drew  up  the  eftimates  for  our  fea 
and  land  force,  imagined,  that  they 
were  drawing  up  eftimates  for  the 
French  government,  and  not  for 
ihat  of  England.  In  France,  indeed, 
they  muft  keep  up  a  numerous  Hand¬ 
ing  army,  not  only  for  defending 
their  wide  extended  frontier,  but  to 
enforce  the  abfolute  power  of  their 
king  ;  and  therefore  in  time  of  peace 
they  muft  be  more  frugal  as  to  their 
naval  expence,  than  they  can  well 
be  as  to  that  of  their  army  :  But 
here  in  England  we  have  no  frontier 
to  defend  by  a  land  army,  and  our 
fovereign  defires  not  to  eftablilh  his 
power  upon  any  thing  but  the  affec¬ 
tions  of  his  fubjedts :  Our  ftrength 
confifts  in  our  navy  ;  and  that  we 
ought  chiefly  to  depend  on  for  of- 
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fence  as  well  as  defence  ;  therefore 
we  ought  to  be  frugal  upon  any 
lot  her  article  of  publick  expence, 
rather  than  upon  that  of  our  navy. 

I  lhall  grant,  Sir,  that  the  army 
propofed  by  the  e  hamate  now  before 


under  a  proper  command,  yet  our 
miniders  contracted  in  that  war  a 
larger  navy  debt  than  had  been  con- 
traded  during  the  whole  war  in 
queen  Apne’s  reign  ;  and  that,  tho- 
they  had  not  a  pretence  to  fay,  that 


ns,  is  not  fuflicient  for  enabling,  us  A  the  parliament  had  ever  once  fcr.upled 
to  make  that  figure  in  Europe  which  to  grant  whatever  fums  they  thought 


we  ought  to  do 


but  our  prefent 
circumflances  will  not  allow  us  to 
keep  up  any  greater  number  ;  and 
if  our  miniders  think,  that  our  pre¬ 
fent  circumflances  will  not  allow  us 


neceflary  for  the  fervice  of  the  en- 
fuing  year. 

This,  Sir,  is  a  mod  dangerous 
practice  :  It  was  this  pradice  that 
firft  induced  us  to  run  in  debt  ;  and 


to  keep  up  the  number  now  pro-  B  foy  the  repetition  of  it  our  national 


pofed,  without  fuch  an  extraordinary 
reduction  of  our  naval  force,  they 
ought  to  have  propofed  our  keeping 
lip-  3,  much  fmaller  force  by  land,  jn 
order  to  prevent  our  being  reduced 
to  the  neceffity  of  diminilhing  our 


debt  is  now  fwelled  to  fuch  a  mon- 
drous  bulk,  that  I  am  afraid,  it  will 
at  lad  prove  our  ruin.  It  neceffarily 
mud,  if  no  expedient  can  be  found 
for  paying  off  a  great  part  of  it  at 
once :  The  increafe  of  the  fmking 


force  by  fea.  If  they  have  erred  C  gun(j  by  the  redudion  of  intereft 
in  their  judgment,  and  given  an  im-  will  not  by  itfelf  alone  now  do  the 


prudent  advice  to  our  fovereign,  it 
is  our  buflnefs  and  our  duty  to  cor¬ 
rect  that  error  ;  therefore,  I  think, 
^ve  ought  to  podpone  coming  to  any 
refolution  upon  the  prefent  motion, 
until  we  have  taken  the  army  into 
confideration  ;  and  if  we  fhould 
think  it  confident  with  our  fafety  to 
take  nine  or  ten  thcufand  men  from 
the  army,  we  may  then  keep  a  much 
greater  force  by  fea  than  what- is  now 
propofed. 


But  this  is  not  all.  Sir:  I  arn  con-  E  this  nation 


buflnefs  ;  for  tho’  the  operation  be 
fure,  it  is  in  its  nature  fo  flow, 
that  the  nation  is  in  danger  of  ex¬ 
piring  before  it  can  work  its  effeCt. 
Befides,  we  cannot  now  propofe  to 
^ carry  on  any  war  without  diverting 
that  facred  fund  from  the  ufe  for 
which  it  was  at  firft  defigned,  and 
to  which  it  ought  to  have  been  re- 
ligioufly  applied  ;  and  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  things,  efpecially  in  their  pre¬ 
fent  afped,  it  is  knpoffible  to  fuppofe. 


continue  m 


winced,  that  the  provifion  now  pro¬ 
pofed  for  our  naval  force  will  fee 
found  infufficrent  :  We  mud  run  hi 
debt  |  and  that  I  (ball  always  pro- 
fed  again! 1.  Our  miniders,  1  know, 
have’ always  been  pretty  apt  to  run 
m  debt  upon  the  articles  relating  to 
our  navy,  becaufe  they  have  found 
that  a  navy  debt  is  what  the  parlia¬ 
ment  will  mod  readily  fubmit  to  the 
payment  of  ;  and  to  this  condefcen- 


fron  our  miniders,  during  the  lad  war.. 


trqded  more  than  any  of  their  pre¬ 


peace,  till  our  publick  debts  have 
been  all  extinguiflied  by  means  of 
our  fluking  fund  :  Even  fuppoflng 
that  fuch  an  improbable  event  fhould 
happen,  we  mud  gradually  diminifli 
_  our  linking  fund,  by  abolifning 
F  many  of  thofe  taxes  that  now  lie  fo 
heavy  upon  the  poor,  and  upon  all 
materials  for  manufacture  ;  by  which 
taxes  our  commerce  is  rendered  fo 
troublefome  and  expenflve,  that  we 
cannot  navigate  or  carry  on  com¬ 
merce  fo  ealily  or  at  fo  cheap  a  rate 


decelfors  ever  did  ;  for  tho’  during  G  as  fome  of  our  neighbours  do  j  and 
the  lad  war,  from  the  beginning  to  the  price  of  labour  is  in  this  country 


the  end  of  it,  we  had  no  enemv  to 

j 

deal  with,  that  could  or  darft  face  us 
at  fea,  when  cur  flpadrons  were 


raifed  fo  high,  that  none  of  our 
manufactures  can  be  fold  in  foreign 
markets  at  fo  low  a  price  as  manu¬ 
factures 
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faCtures  of  the  fame  kind  are  fold  by 
our  rivals. 

From  this  confederation,  Sir,  I 
muft  conclude,  that  if  we  do  not 
very  foon  abolifh  fome  of  thofe  taxes, 
both  our  commerce  and  manufactures 
will  in  a  few  years  be  undone  ;  and  A 
as  this  would  greatly  leffen  the  num¬ 
bers  of  our.  people,  and  impoverifh 
thofe  that  remained,  the  certain 
confequence  would  be,  a  confide- 
rable  diminution,  if  not  a  total  ex- 
tinguilhment  of  our  finking  fund, 
which  would  put  an  end  even  to  our  f3 
hopes  of  being  ever  able  to  dif- 
charge  our  national  debt.  Thus, 
Sir,  we  are  in  what  I  am  forry  to 
call  a  defperate  fituation  :  If  we  do 
diminifh  our  finking  fund,  by  abolish¬ 
ing  fome  of  our  taxes,  we  cannot 
poftibly  expeCt  the  publick  tranquil-  C 
lity  to  laft  till  it  has  worked  the  de¬ 
fined  effeCl  ;  and  if  we  do  not  di- 
minifh  that  fund,  by  abolifhing  fome 
of  thofe  taxes,  the  whole  of  it  may 
fink  under  the  ruin  of  our  commerce 
and  manufactures ;  and  with  it  we 
jhall  lofe  not  only  the  hopes  of  being  f 
ever  able  to  pay  our  debts,  but  alfo 
the  hopes  of  being  able  to  preferve 
our  fuperiority  at  fea  ;  for  no  nation 
ever  could  fupport  a  formidable 
naval  force  without  an  extenfive 
commerce. 

This,  Sir,  fhould  make  us  dili- 
gent  in  the  fearch  of  other  expedients 
for  difcharging  a  part  of  the  na¬ 
tional  debt ;  at  leaft,  it  fhould  make 
us  careful  not  to  run  into  any  new 
debt,  by  making  the  eftimates  for 
the  fervice  of  our  navy  fhort  of  what 
that  fervice  may  neceftarily  require,  ] 
for  the  fake  of  gaining  a  fhort-lived 
popularity  to  our  minifters  for  the 
time  being.  A  negleft  of  pofterity 
has  always  been  a  complaint  againft 
minifters.;  and  with  regard  to  moft 
of  them,  the  complaint  has  been  but 
too  well  founded  ;  but  or  late  years 
our  minifters  have  feemed  to  negleCt 
not  only  pofterity,  but  the  very  next 
ftage  of  futurity.  Prefent  eafe  has 
been  the  only  goddefs  they  adored  : 
I  fhall  not  fay,  that  they  left  to-mor- 
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row  to  provide  for  itfelf ;  but  I  will 
fay,  that  without  any  afiurance  of, 
or  indeed  any  title  to,  the  protection 
of  Providence,  they  have  generally 
in  a  great  meafure  left  the  next  year 
to  provide  for  itfelf.  In  order  to 
obtain  with  eafe  a  prefent  fupply, 
they  have  brought  in  eftimates, 
which  they  knew  to  be  fhort  of 
what  the  meafures  they  had  refolvad 
on  would  require,  and  they  have 
propofed  funds,  which  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity  would  not  fully  anfwer  what  was 
to  be  charged  upon  them.  By  fuch. 
means  as  thefe  they  firft  induced  the 
nation  to  extend  the  annual  expence 
beyond  the  annual  fupplies  ;  and  by 
degrees  they  at  laft  brought  us  to 
confider  only  what  we  might  raife 
upon  our  credit,  without  the  leaft 
regard  to  what  we  might  annually 
fupply  ;  as  if  the  credit  of  this  na¬ 
tion  were  inexhauftible,  and  as  if  by 
bringing  one  war  to  a  happy  iffae, 
we  could  fecure  ourfelves  from  ever 
being  engaged  in  another. 

Common  fenfe.  Sir,  muft  con- 
)  vines  every  man  that  refleCls,  of  the 
fudden  deftruCiion  that  muft  necefu- 
rily  at  laft  attend  this  method  of 
proceeding.  I  fay  fudden,  Sir,  be- 
caufe  credit,  either  publick  or  pri¬ 
vate,  generally  fails  fuddenly  and 
often  unaccountably  ;  and  our  pub- 
5  lick  credit’s  failing  will  be  attended 
with  the  more  unavoidable  deflruc- 
tion,  becaufe  if  ever  it  fhould  hap¬ 
pen,  it  will  certainly  be  when  we 
have  the  moft  occafion  for  it,  that  is 
to  fay,  when  we  are  in  the  heat  of 
a  heavy  and  expenfive  war,  and 
?  have  juft  met  with  fome  fignal  de¬ 
feat,  or  are  threatned  with  an  ini 
mediate  invaflon.  I  am  far  from 
thinking  that  the  credit  of  this  na 
tion  is  as  yet  ftretched  fo  far,  that 
another  pull  would  make  it  burft  a- 
funder  :  I  believe,  that  with  a  cau- 
G  tious  and  prudent  management  we 
might  ft  ill  raife  feveral  millions  upon 
our  credit  ;  yet  we  know,  that  dur¬ 
ing  laft  war  it  was  twice  brought  in¬ 
to  great  jeopardy  ;  Once  by  ill  fuc- 
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cefs,  wherj  the  rebellion  were  its 
inoft  difmal  afpefl  j  and  a  fecond 
time  by  bad  condu£t,  when,  for  fup- 
porting  the  war,  we  were  forced  to 
borrow  fix  millions  at  once,  and 
Ibme  people  thought  to  have  made  a 
iobb  of  the  publick  neceflity  for  en¬ 
riching  themfelves  and  their  friends; 
but  they  found  themfelves  fo  far 
jniflaken,  that  it  would  have  proved 
the  ruin  of  mod  of  them,  if  the 
preliminaries  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  had 
not  extricated  them  out  of  that  dan¬ 
ger,  which  their  avarice  had  led 
them  into.  , 

Such  gentlemen,  indeed,  had  rea¬ 
son  to  rejoice  at  tliofe  preliminaries, 
and  I  believe.  Sir,  they  were  the 
only  gentlemen  in  this  nation  that 
did  rejoice  at  them.  Even  they  will 
not  have  the  aiTurance  to  fay,  that 
the  preliminaries  were  fuch  as  the 
nation  had  reafon  to  rejoice  at  ;  but, 
bad  as  they  were,  they  would  not 
have  been  near  fo  good,  if  the  con¬ 
duct  of  our  navy  and  the  bravery  of 
our  feamen  had  not  made  it  as  im- 
poffible  for  France  to  fupport  the 
war  by  fea,  as  it  was  for  us  to  fup¬ 
port  it  by  land,  after  the  conduct  of 
thofe  gentlemen  had  brought  our 
national  credit  upon  the  very  brink 
of  perdition.  They  therefore,  of  all 
men  in  the  world,  have  moftTeafon 
to  plead  for  the  prefervation  of  our 
ftrength  at  fea,  and  for  treating  our 
feamen  in  the  mod  humane  and 
grateful  manner  ;  but  whether  they 
have  done  fo  or  no,  I  fhall  leave 
gentlemen  to  judge  from  the  motion 
now  before  us,  as  well  as  from  fe- 
veral  other  parts  of  our  conduft 
lince  that  treaty  of  peace  was  con¬ 
cluded,  which  the  danger  of  our 
publick  credit,  or  at  lead  of  feme 
perfons  amongft  us,  had  made  ne- 
ceflary,  and  the  fuccefs  of  our  navy 
enabled  us  to  obtain. 

As  1  am  always.  Sir,  under  great  ( 
anxiety  about  the  prefervation  of 
our  naval  force,  and  as  I  think  our 
feamen  have  not  fmee  the  peace  met 
with  that  ufage  they  had  a  right  to 
expect,  I  could  not  upon  this  oc* 
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cafion  avoid  communicating  fome 
of  my  thoughts  upon  that  fubjeft  ; 
but  fhall  not  conclude  with  any 
motion,  only  I  mud  defire  gentle¬ 
men  to  confider,  that  we  have  al¬ 
ready  difbanded  near  30,000  feamen ; 
and  if  we  now  add  5000  mere  to 
that  number,  God  knows,  hew  many 
of  them  may  put  it  put  of  our 
power  ever  again  to  prefs  them  into 
our  fervice  ;  for  whatever  opinion 
we  may  have  of  their  merit,  every 
one  knows,  that  it  has  juftice  done 
to  it  by  thofe  who  are  our  mod  dan¬ 
gerous  rivals  in  naval  power,  and 
who  now  at  lad  feeni  to  have  learned, 
that  it  is  impoflible  to  have  either 
commerce  or  colonies,  without  a 
fufHcient  naval  force  to  proteft  them 
in  time  of  wap. 

The  other  Speech  upon  this  Occajion 
‘was  made  by  C.  Lutatius,  and  was 
to  this  Ejfedi  : 

Mr.  Prejidentf 

SIR , 

S  I  have  not  the  honour  to 
be  let  into  any  of  the  fecrets 
of  the  cabinet,  I  cannot  with  any 
degree  of  certainty  judge  of  the 
prefent  circumdances  of  Europe,  or 
of  the  views  and  defigns  of  any  of 
the  courts  thereof ;  but  from  our 
conduct  here  at  home  with  regard 
to  naval  affairs,  one  would  think, 
that  our  miniders  had  an  aiTurance 
of  the  continuance  of  the  prefent 
tranquillity  as  long  as  any  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  generation  could  remain  alive. 
I  confefs,  my  hopes  are  far  from  be¬ 
ing  fo  fanguine ;  but  fuppofe  they 
were,  I  fhould  be  againd  reducing 
the  number  cf  our  feamen  employed 
in  the  publick  fervice,  fo  low  as  that 
now  propofed  ;  becaufe  1  think,  this 
ration  fhould  always  have  15  or 
20,000  feamen  in  pay,  for  preferving 
the  refpedl  due  to  the  Britifh  flag, 
and  for  preventing  our  being  under 
a  neceflity  to  diflrefs  our  trade  at  the 
breaking  out  of  a  war. 

A— 1  n. 
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In  time  of  peace  it  is  not  enough. 
Sir,  to  keep  in  conftant  readinefs  a 
few  guard-fhips  here  at  home,  and  a 
few  more  upon  the  coafts  of  our 
plantations  and  colonies  in  America  : 
Even  in  time  of  peace  our  men  of 
war  fhould  be  conftantly  traverfing 
the  ocean,  the  Baltick  and  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  and  appearing  often  in  the 
ports  of  our  allies,  and  of  thofe  who 
may  afterwards  happen  to  be  our 
enemies.  This  would  among  all 
nations  preferve  our  chara&er  as  a 
maritime  power,  and  it  would  pre¬ 
vent  our  merchant-lhips  from  being 
infulted  by  thofe  of  any  other  na^ 
tion.  Gentlemen  who  live  always 
at  home,  or  who  travel  only  to  fee 
courts,  fafhions,  and  curiofities, 
may  not  perhaps  be  fenfible  of  the 
confequence  of  preferving  a  national  1 
character  in  foreign  countries ;  but 
merchants  who  refide  there,  or  fea- 
men  who  trade  thither,  often  feel  it, 
and  are  often  made  to  fmart  for  it, 
when  it  happens  to  be  any  way  lef- 
fened  or  impeached.  Then  as  to 
merchant-fhips  failing  in  the  open  1 
feas,  they  are  often  expofed  to  in- 
fults,  when  they  happen  to  meet  a 
foreign  fhip  of  fuperior  force  ;  and 
as  molt  foreign  fhips,  efpecially  the 
French,  fail  with  a  greater  number 
of  men  than  our  merchant-fhips  j 
ufually  do,  our  fhips  are  more  ex¬ 
pofed  to  thefe  infults  than  thofe  of 
any  other  nation.  This,  Sir,  I  know 
by  experience  ;  for  I  have  been  often 
in  danger  of  being  provoked  to  do 
fomething  very  irregular,  when  I 
have  heard  of  the  ill  ufage  fome  of 
our  merchant-fhips  had  met  with  at 
fea  from  a  French  fhip  of  fuperior 
force.  But  when  fuch  foreign  fhips 
are  in  continual  danger  of  meeting 
with  an  Englifh  man  of  war  at  fea, 
they  will  be  cautious  of  infulting 
any  Britifh  fubjed,  left  they  fhould  ( 
meet  with  one  that  had  been  in¬ 
formed  of  what  they  had  done, 
and  consequently  meet  with  immedi¬ 
ate  punifhment.  And  when  our  men 
of  war  appear  often  upon  the  coafts, 
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or  in  the  ports  of  foreign  nations,  it 
will  keep  them  in  mind  of  our  naval 
power,  and  enforce  a  refpedf  for 
every  Britifh  fubject  that  either  re- 
fides  or  fojourns  in  their  country. 

Thus  we  may  fee,  Sir,  what  dan- 
^  gers  and  inconveniences  our  com¬ 
merce  may  be  expofed  to,  by  redu¬ 
cing  the  number  of  our  feamen  to 
that  which  may  be  barely  fuffident 
for  our  guard- Blips,  and  thofe  we 
ought  to  have  always  in  readinefs  at 
home,  in  cafe  of  any  hidden  rupture ; 
3  and  from  hence  we  may  fee  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  our  keeping,  even  in  time 
cf  peace,  a  greater  number  of  fea¬ 
men  in  pay  than  what  is  now  pro- 
pofed.  But  the  other  reafon  is  {fill 
Wronger ;  for  we  fhould  avoid  as 
much  as  poffible  our  being  ever 
3  obliged  to  bring  our  trade  into  any 
diftrefs,  yet  this  we  muft  always  do 
at  the  beginning  of  a  war,  if  we  do 
not  keep  above  10,000  feamen  in  the 
government’s  fervice  in  time  of  peace. 
Let  us  confider,  Sir,  that  generally 
fpeaking  a  man  mull  be  bred  up 
)  at  fea,  almoft  from  his  infancy,  to 
make  him  an  able  and  thorough  bred 
feaman  ;  fuch  a  man  is  incapable 
of  gaining  a  livelihood  by  any  fort 
of  laborious  bufinefs  at  land  ;  and 
if  he  gets  into  any  fort  of  eafy  bufi- 
f  nefs,  fuch  as  that  of  a  fhop- keeper  or 
J  alehoufe-keeper,  he  foon  becomes 
unfit  for  the  fea  fervice.  Therefore 
we  can  never  have  in  the  country 
any  greater  number  of  feamen  than 
are  in  almoft  conftant  employment ; 
for  if  by  any  accident  there  happens 
?  to  be  a  greater  number  than  can  get 
employment,  molt  of  the  fuper- 
numeraries  inufl  go  into  foreign  fer¬ 
vice  ;  therefore  in  time  of  peace, 
we  fhould  always  have  in  the  go¬ 
vernment’s  fervice  fuch  a  number  as 
may  be  fuflicient  for  carrying  on  a 
j  war,  with  the  addition  of  a  fourth 
or  a  fifth  part  of  the  number  ufually 
employed  in  carrying  on  our  com¬ 
merce,  coafting  trade  and  fiiheries  j 
for  that  proportion  they  may  fupply 
by  landmen  or  young  fellows,  with- 

out 
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Out  endangering  their  Jhips  ;  but  no 
trading  veiled  can  fail  with  fafety,  il 
fhe  has  above  a  fourth  or  fifth  part 
of  her  ufual  complement  that  are  not 
able  and  expert  feamen  ;  and  confe- 
quently,  when  at  the  beginning  of 


ning  of  a  war,  may  raife  the  price  of 
wages,  it  can  never  put  an  abfolute 
hop  to  any  fort  of  bufinefs  carried  on 
at  land ;  and  tho’  we  fhould  at  the 
end  of  a  war  diiband  a  great  number 
of  foldiers  at  once,  it  can  never  force 


war  you  are  obliged  to  take  above  A  any  of  them  into  foreign  fervice  ; 


a 

that  proportion  from  your  trade, 
you  not  only  bring  it  into  dihrefs, 
but  many  of  our  trading  fhips  into 
^reat  danger. 

To  this  I  mull  add,  Sir,  that  as 
every  war  muft  neceffarily  increafe 


for  tho’  it  would  prefently  reduce 
the  price  of  wages,  yet  as  this 
would  increafe  the  bufinefs,  and  con- 
fequently  require  a  greater  number 
of  hands,  every  foldier  fo  dilh'anded 
might  get  a  fubfihence  by  the  bufi- 
the  number  of  our  feamen,  we  fhould  B  nels  he  was  bred  to,  and  no  man 


never  at  the  end  of  a  war  difeharge 
a  great  number  at  once  ;  for  by  fo 
doing  we  force  a  great  number  of  our 
feamen  into  foreign  fervicp :  Where¬ 
as,  if  we  difeharge  them  by  degrees, 
and  detain  none  in  the  publick:  fer- 
vice  but  fuch  as  are  willing  to  re¬ 
main  in  it,  multitudes  by  little  and 
little  get  into  forne  way  of  fupporting 
themfelves  at  land  ;  lo  that  m  a  few 
years  we  may  reduce  the  number  in 
the  publick  fervice  to  that  which  in 
times  of  the  moll  profound  tranquilli- 


can  befaid  to  be  forced  to  go  abroad, 
if  it  be  any  way  in  his  power  to  earn 
a  fubfiftence  at  home.  However, 
Sir,  I  cannot  but  approve  of  the 
method  taken  fince  the  end  of  the 
lad  war,  to  give  (  employment  to 
C  many  of  our  difbanded  foldiers  and 
feamen  by  fending  a  colony  to  Nova 
Scotia.  I  only  with  it  had  been  re- 
folved  on  fooner ;  and  I  hope  the 
fame  method  wiil  be  taken  at  the 
end  of  every  future  war  ;  for  that 
is  certainly  the  mod  proper  time  for 


ty  we  ought  to  keep  in  that  fervice,  D  fending  out  a  new  colony. 


without  laying  any  of  our  good  fea« 
men  under  a  neceifity  of  going  into 
foreign  fervice,  and  without  giving 
our  feamen  in  general  a  didadre  to 
the  fefvice  of  the  government  ; 
which  two  advantages  would  furely 


What  I  have  hitherto  faid.  Sir, 
was  upon  a  fuppofition  that  we  have 
at  pretent  a  reafonable  profped:  of  a 
Jading  tranquillity  :  What  fecret  in¬ 
formations  our  miniders  may  have,  I 
do  not  know  ;  but  from  publick  ap- 


be  an  equivalent  for  the  expence  the  E  pearances,  I  am  fure,  we  can  have 
publick  might  be  put  to,  by  keeping  no  fuch  profpedl  :  ,Nay,  1  am  afraid. 


for  two  or  three  years  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  feamen  in  pay  than  it  had  any 
necefiary  occafion  for. 

With  regard  to  the  land  fervice, 
Sir,  the  cafe  is  very  different :  A 


that  by  endeavouring  to  prolong  the 
peace,  we  fhall  accelerate  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  a  war.  During  the  late 
long  adminidration  we  fell  into  the 
very  fame  fort  of  error,  with  regard 


common  fellow  taken  from  the  F  to  our  difputes  with  Spain, 


as 


plough,  or  from  any  mechanical  em¬ 
ployment,  may  in  two  or  three  months, 
or  at  lead  after  the  fird  campaign, 
make  as  good  a  foldier  as  the  olded 
veteran  ;  and  when  the  war  is  ever, 
and  the  regiment  he  belongs  to  dif- 


truly  prophefied  to  cur  then  chief 
miniderj  for  as  1  had  been  much 
employed  upon  the  coads  of  A- 
nierica,  I  was  defired  by  my  friend 
Sir  John  Norris,  to  go  along  with 
him  to  wait  on  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 


banded,  he  may  dire&ly  return  to,G  which  I  accordingly  did,  and  to  him 


and  get  a  fubfiftence  by  the  bufinefs 
he  was  bred  up  to.  Therefore,  tho'* 
our  iiding  a  great  number  of  la¬ 
bourers  and  me  eh  a  nicks  at  the  begin- 


I  very  freely  declared  ray  opinion, 
that  it  reprifais  had  been  iifued  upon 
the  very  fird  infuk  that  had  been  of¬ 
fered  to  us  by  the  Spaniards  in  Arne- 
2  xica. 
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rica,  we  fliould  have  had  no  war, 
becaufe  they  would  have  fubmitted 
to  make  reparation,  and  to  fuch  an 
explanation  of  the  treaties  fubiifting 
between  the  two  nations,  as  would 
have  prevented  any  future  infult ; 
but  that  the  damages  were  then  fo 
high,  and  they  had  been  fo  long  in 
poireffion  of  the  cuftom  of  fearching 
our  Ihips  in  the  open  feas,  that  1  be¬ 
lieved  an  open  war  would  be  the 
immediate  conlequence  of  reprifals. 
Soon  after  this,  Sir,  I  was  again 
ItatiOned  upon  the  coaft  of  America, 
and  was  at  New-York  when  the 
orders  for  reprifals  arrived  :  I  re¬ 
ceived  them  with  joy,  and  refitted 
my  fhip  with  the  utmoft  expedition  ; 
but  when  I  was  juft  ready  to  put  to 
fea,  counter-orders  arrived,  and  it 
was  a  long  time  before  I  had  the 
fatisfa&ion  to  receive  any  frelh  or¬ 
ders  either  for  reprifals  or  hoftilities. 

Every  gentleman  knows.  Sir, 
what  afterwards  enfued  ;  and  if  I 
am  rightly  informed,  not  only  the 
Spaniards  but  the  French  too  con¬ 
tinue  to  infult  us,  and  to  incroach 
upon  our  rights  in  America,  not- 
withftanding  the  late  treaty  of  peace 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle.  I  fay,  continue. 
Sir  ;  for  this  is  not  a  new  pra&ice  in 
either.  Before  the  late  war  the  French 
had  begun  their  incroachments, 
and  had  carried  them  on  without  E 
any  disturbance  from  us,  till  the  late 
war  happened,  upon  another  ac¬ 
count,  between  the  two  nations : 

I  wifh  we  had  taken  the  opportunity 
of  that  war,  to  difturb  them  a  little 
more  than  we  did  in  America  ;  for 
long  before  the  war  began,  they  had  f 
begun  to  plant  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia ; 
and  they  had  built  a  fort  not  only 
within  the  charter,  but  adtually  with¬ 
in  the  limits  of  the  province  of  New- 
York  ;  of  which  the  governor  of 
that  province  gave  due  notice  to  our 
minifters  here,  and  defired  new  in-  G 
itru&ions  upon  that  head,  but  never 
to  this  day  received  any ;  fo  that  the 
French  are  now  in  quiet  pofteflion 
of  that  fort,  and  confequemly  of 
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a  part  of  the  province  of  New- 
York  ;  and  1  am  told  they  have  very 
lately,  that  is,  fince  the  late  treaty  of 
peace,  begun  to  build  another  at  the 
mouth  of  St.John’s  river  in  Fundy- 
bay,  which  is  certainly  within  the 
antient  limits  of  Nova  Scotia  ;  but 
I  hope  proper  orders  have  already 
been  fent  to  our  governor  of  Nova 
Scotia  upon  this  head  ;  for  it  is 
much  ealier  to  prevent  building  a 
fort  than  to  demolilli  it  after  it  is 
built ;  and  if  we  are  afraid  that  the 
preventing  of  it  would  occafion  a 
war,  we  have  much  more  reafon  to 
fear  that  conlequence  from  our  de- 
molilhing  it.  In  all  fuch  cafes  it  is 
ridiculous  to  negotiate,  while  they 
are  fortifying  :  A  flop  to  the  fortifi¬ 
cation  Ihould  be  the  previous  article* 
and  the  article  fine  qua  non ,  to  a  ne¬ 
gotiation  j  and  this  fhould  be  an  ex- 
prefs  inftru&ion  always  given  to 
every  governor  we  fend  to  America, 
both  with  refpett  to  the  continent, 
and  with  refpedt  to  the  neutral  illands 
in  that  part  of  the  world. 

With  regard  to  the  letters  of  re- 
prifal  at  fea  too,  our  governors  in 
the  Weft-Indies  ought  always.  Sir* 
to  be  furnifhed  with  a  power  to  iftue 
them  when  any  manifeft  iniuftice  has 
been  committed  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  upon  the  fubje&s  of  this  na¬ 
tion,  by  thofe  of  any  other.  The 
Dutch  governor  at  Curafifoa  is  al¬ 
ways  furnilhed  with  fuch  a  power, 
and  is  feidom  over  fcrupulous  in  the 
ufe  of  it,  by  which  means  the  Dutch. 
Ihips  fail  about  their  lawful  bufinefs 
in  thofe  feas,  with  more  fafety  than 
ours  have  done  for  many  years ;  for 
the  more  quick  you  are  in  refenting 
an  injury  or  infult,  the  fewer  fuel! 
you  will  always  meet  with  ;  and  if 
you  ftiew  yourfelves  fo  much  afraid, 
of  a  war,  as  to  delay  refenting  in  a 
proper  and  peremptory  manner  the 
firft  infult  or  incroachment,  you  may 
depend  upon  it,  that  a  war  will  be 
the  confequence  of  the  firft  reverge 
you  take  ;  for  by  fuch  a  delay  you 
not  only  give  thofe  you  have  to  deal 
4  E  with 
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with  an  opinion  of  your  pufillanimity, 
but  by  fubmitting  to  feveral  infults 
or  incroachments,  you  throw  into 
their  hands  a  fubjedt  they  think  worth 
contending  for  by  force  of  arms. 
Now,  Sir,  as  the  Spaniards,  if 


fult,  and  the  French  to  incroacb,  the 
people  will  not  bear  it  long ;  and 
from  the  fate  of  their  predeceffor, 
our  prefent  minifters  may  learn, 
that  the  moft  pacihck  minifter  may 
be  forced  into  a  war  by  a  brave  and 


1  am  rightly  informed,  continue  A  injured  people.  If  this  fhould  be  the 


their  infults,  and  the  French  their 
Incroachments,  in  America,  I  have 
reafon  to  fear,  that  if  we  do  not  re- 
folve  upon  a  very  fpeedy  and  vi¬ 
gorous  refentment,  an  open  war  will 
be  the  certain  confequence,  unlefs 


iiTue,  which,  I  think,  it  probably 
will,  we  fhall  then  to  our  coll:,  tho’  I 
hope  not  to  our  ruin,  feel  the  fata! 
effects  of  our  precipitate  frugality, 
in  difcharging  fuch  a  number  of  our 
brave  feamen  ;  but  as  I  am  entirely 


©ur  minifters  are  refolved  to  bear  B  ignorant  of  the  prefent  hate  of  our 
with  all  the  injuries  and  indignities  negotiations  either  at  the  court  cf 


that  can  be  offered  rather  than  hazard 
an  open  rupture,  which  I  am  per- 
fuaded  they  are  not  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  I  cannot  but  be  furprifed  at 
the  reduction  of  our  naval,  force 


France  or  Spain,  and  as  my  fears 
proceed  only  from  publick  appear¬ 
ances,  1  fhail  not  conclude  with  any 
motion,  but  with  a  wifh,  that  our 
minifters  may  not  allow  themfelves 


now  propofed  ;  for  if  we  fhould  0  to  be  am  ufed  with  deceitful  negotia- 


liTue  orders  for  reprifals,  or  for  de 
molifhing  the  French  forts  within 
©ur  limits  in  America,  or  upon  the 
illands  belonging  to  us  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  furely  fuch  a  great  diminution 

of  our  naval  force  is  not  the  way  to  ■«*.  1 «», ^  f 

prevent  a  war's  being  the  con fe -  D  v  v  N 

quence  of  our  iffuing  fuch  orders ; 


tions,  and  thereby  led  into  a  falfe  or 
ill-grounded  fecurity. 

{‘This  Journal  to  he  continued  in 
our  Magazine  for  January,  1751.] 
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An  Account  of  a  ne*w  invented  arithmetical 
drift rument t  called  a  Shwan-pan,  or  Chinefe 
Accompt-Table  $  by  Gamaliel  Smethurft, 


and  I  hope  our  minifters  do  not  think 
of  taking  a  whole  year  for  negotiat¬ 
ing,  while  the  French  are  in  the  mean 
time  fortifying  themfelves  in  jour 

territories,  and  the  Spaniards  plan-  _,HE  chinefe  have  for  many  es 
dering  our  merchants  under  pretence  &  |  pfequM  themfelves  on  being  the  moft 

wife  of  any  nation  in  the  world  $  but  Sate 
experience  and  clofer  converfe  with  them 
hath  found  this  pride  to  be  ill-grounded. 
One  particular,  in  which  they  think  they 
excel  all  mankind,  is,  their  manner  of  ac- 
compting,  which  they  do  with  an  inftru- 
mem  compofed  of  a  number  of  wires 
©ur  difcharging  fuch  a  number  of  B  with  beads  upon  them,  which  they  move 

backwards  and  forwards.  This inftrument 
they  call  a  Shwan-pan. 

Now  I  truft  I  have  formed  one  on  the 
plan  of  our  9. Digits,  that  in  no  cafe  falls 
fhort  of  the  Chinefe  Shwan-pan,  but  in 
many  excels  theirs., 

The  Chinefe,  according  to  the  accounts 
.  r  ,  .  .  t  luuiu  <mu  of  travellers,  are  fo  happy  as  to  have  their 

infults,  and  to  declare  waragamft  us,  parts  of  art  integer  in  their  coins,  &c.  de¬ 
cimated,  fo  can  multiply  or  divide  their 
integers  and  parts  as  if  they  were  only  in¬ 
tegers.  This  gives  them  the  advantage 
over  Europeans  in  reckoning  their  money, 
&c,  Bus  then,  as  they  have  no  particular 

pi  act 


of  what  they  call  contraband  goods. 

I  am  therefore,  Sir,  fo  far  from 
dunking,  that  the  hopes  we  have  of 
a  lafting  tranquillity,  can  be  a  folid 
foundation  for  our  difcharging  fuch 
a  number  of  feamen,  that,  I  believe. 


feamen  as  we  have  lately  done,  and 
now  propofe  to  do,  will  contribute 
towards  putting  a  fpeedy  end  to  the 
tranquillity  we  now  enjoy,  by  encou- 
raging  both  the  French  and  Spaniards 
to  continue  their  incroachments  and 


5f  we  fhould  begin  to  fhew  a  proper 
refentment.  Our  minifters  may,  if 
they  pleafe,  continue  to  negotiate, 
but  if  the  Spaniards  continue  to  in- 
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noife  in  the  air,  by  the  beating  of  their 
w.ngs  againft  one  another.  The  width  of 
the  fwarm  was  fome  huncheds  of  fathoms, 
and  its  height  or  der.fity  may  be  eafily 
imagined  to  be  more  confiderable,  inaf- 
much  as  they  h  d  the  fun,  and  darkened 
the  fky,  even  to  that  degree,  when  they 
flew  low,  t h a t  people  could  not  know  one 
another  at  the  diftance  of  20  paces  !*»*• 


place  fet  apart  for  the  letter  denominations 
of  coins,  weights,  meafures,  &c.  their 
inftrument  cannot  be  ufed  in  Europe,  nor 
can  it  be  fo  umverfally  applied  to  arithme- 
tick  as  mine,  for  I  have  provided  for  the 
different  diviflons  of  an  integer  into  parts. 

This  inftrument  hath  the  advantage  of 
our  digits  in  a  great  many  cafes.  Firflt, 
the  figures  can  be  felt,  fo  may  be  ufed  by 
a  blind  man.  If  it  had  no  other,  this  a- 
lone  would  be  fuffkient  to  gain  it  the  at¬ 
tention  of  mankind. 

Another  advantage  it  is,  that, 

when  attained,  this  mtjH’roa  is  much  fwift- 
er  than  by  our  digits,  and  lefs  liable  to 
miffakes  :  It  is  likewife  not  fo  burdenfome 
to  the  memory  in  working  the  rules  of 
arithmetick,  as  by  our  digits,  we  being  ob¬ 
liged  to  carry  the  tens  in  the  m;nd  from 
one  place  to  another,  which  are  fet  down 
by  the  Shwan-pm.  —  One  may  work  a 
whole  night,  without  confufing  the  head, 
or  affecting  the  eyes  in  the  leatl. 

It  may  be  of  great  ufe  to  teach  people 
the  power  of  numbers,  likewife  to  ex¬ 
amine  accompts  by  ;  for,  as  the  perfon 
will,  by  the  Shwan-pan,  work  it  a  quite 
d  fferent  way,  it  will  ferve  as  if  another 
perfon  had  gone  thro’  the  accompt  5  if  it 
proves  right  with  the  written  one,  they 
may  reft  affured  the  work  is  true. 

It  may  be  a  very  pretty  Jure  to  lead 
young  people  to  apply  their  minds  to  num¬ 
bers  *. 

An  Account  of  the  Locufts,  which  did  waft 
Damage  in  Walachia,  Moldavia,  and 
Tranfilvania,  in  the  Years  1747  and  17485 
and  of  fome  Swarms  of  them ,  which ,  in  the 
Months  of  July  and  Auguft,  1748,  came 
into  Hungary  and  Poland  5  by  a  Gentleman 
•who  lives  in  Tranfilvania 

IT  is  certain,  that  the  locufts  came  into 
Tranfilvania  from  Walachia  and  Mol¬ 
davia,  and  particularly  thro’  thofe  narrow 
openings  in  the  mountains,  which  are  com¬ 
monly  called  paffes  ;  the  moft  confiderahls 
of  which,  in  the  neighbourhood  ofCJaufen- 
burg,  is  called  the  pafsof  the  Red  Tower, 
and  thro’  others  not  far  from  Kariftat, 
which  are  common  roads  from  Tranfilvania 
into  Moldavia  and  Walachia. 

The  firft  fwarms  entered  into  Tranfil¬ 
vania  in  Auguft,  1747  '  Tbsfe  were  fuc- 
ceeded  by  others,  which  Were  fo  furpri- 
fingly  numerous,  that  when  they  reached 
the  Red  Tower,  they  were  full  four  hours 
in  their  paffage  over  that  place  5  and  they 
flew  fo  clofe,  that  they  made  a  fort  of 


But 

whereas  they  were  fo  fly  over  a  river  that 
runs  in  the  vallies  of  the  Red  Tower,  and 
could  find  neither  refting- place  nor  food  ; 
being  at  length  fired  with  their  flight,  one 
part  of  them  lighted  on  the  unripe  corn  on 
this  fide  of  the  Red  Tower,  fuch  as  millet, 
Turkifh  wheat,  &c.  another  part  pitched 
B  on  a  low  wood  :  Where  having  miferably 
wafted  the  produce  of  the  land,  they  con¬ 
tinued  their  journey,  as  if  a  fignal  hod  been 
?<ftua!Iy  given  for  a  march.  The  guards 
of  the  Red  Tower  attempted  to  ftop  their 
irruption  into  Tranfilvania  by  firing  at 
them  ;  and  indeed  where  the  balls  and  fhot 
fwept  thro’  the  fwarm,  they  gave  way 
q  and  divided  ;  bur,  having  filled  up  their 
ranks  in  a  moment,  they  proceeded  on 
their  journey. 

They  are  of  different  forms,  according 
to  their  different  ages  :  For  when,  in  the 
month  of  September,  fome  troops  of 
them  were  thrown  to  the  ground  by  great 
rains,  and  other  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
and  thoroughly  foaked  with  wet,  they 
D crept  along  in  queft  of  holes  in  the  earth, 
dung,  and  ftraw  ;  where,  being  i'heltered 
from  the  rains,  they  laid  a  vaft  number  of 
eggs,  which  Ruck  together  by  a  vifcid 
juice,  and  were  longer  and  fmailer  than 
what  is  commonly  called  an  ant’s  egg, 
very  like  grains  of  oats.  The  females,  hav¬ 
ing  laid  there  eggs,  die  like  the  filk-worm  j 
3?  and  we  Tranfilvanians  found  by  experience, 
that  that  fwarm  which  entered  into  our 
fields  by  the  Red  Tower,  did  not  feem  to 
intend  remaining  there,  but  were  .thrown 
to  the  ground  by  the  force  of  the  wind, 
and  there  laid  their  eggs  ;  a  vaft  number 
of  which  being  turned  up,  and  cfufhe’d  by 
the  plough  in  the  beginning  of  the  eh fuin’g 
fpring,  yielded  a  yeilowdh  juice, 
r  In  the  fpring  of  r74g,  certain  little 
btackifh  worms  were  feen  lying  in  the  fields 
and  among  the  bufhes,  flicking  together, 
and  cohered  in  cluftets,  not  unlike  the 
hillocks  of  moles  or  ants.  As  nobody 
knew  what  they  were,  fo  there  was  little 
or  no  notice  taken  of  them  j  and  in  May 
they  were  covered  by  the  fhooting  of  the 
corn  Town  in  the  winter.  But  the  fubfe- 
4  E  2  quent 

*  The  inventor  produced  one  of  tkefe  inftruments  before  the  fociety ,  and  worked  fevera!  que- 
Jiions  in  arithmetick  upon  it.  It  much  refembles  the  Abacus  of  the  ancients .  C.  M. 

+  See  London  Magazine  for  T747,  p.417.  And  for  1748,  p.  33^^,  379,  384,  407. 
With  a  figure  of  the  creature ,  p.  34a.  .  *  • 
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quent  June  difeovered  what  thofe  worms 
were  ;  for  then,  as  the  corn  fown  in  the 
fpring  was  pretty  high,  thefe  creatures  be¬ 
gan  to  fpread  over  the  fields,  and  become 
deftru&ive  to  the  vegetables  by  their  num¬ 
bers.  Then  at  length  the  country  people, 
who  had  flighted  the  timely  warning  given 
them,  began  to  repent  of  their  negligence  $ 
for,  as  thefe  infe£ts  were  now  difperfed  all 
over  the  fields,  they  could  not  be  extirpated 
without  injuring  the  corn. 

At  that  time  they  differ  little  or  nothing 
from  our  common  grafshoppers  ;  having 
(heir  head,  fides,  and  back  of  a  dark  co¬ 
lour,  with  a  yellow  belly,  and  the  reft 
of  a  reddifh  hue.  About  the  middle  of 
June,  according  as  they  were  hatched  fooncr 
or  later,  they  were  generally  a  finger’s 
length,  or  fomewhat  longer,  but  their 
fhape  and  colour  ftill  continued. 

Towards  the  end  of  June  they  caft  off 
their  outward  covering  5  and  then  it  plainly 
appeared  they  had  wings,  very  like  the 
wmgs  of  bees,  but  as  yet  unripe  and  unex- 


March  and  April,  and  to  deftroy  their  eggs 
or  little  worms  with  fticks  or  briars  ;  or  if 
they  were  not  to  be  beat  out  of  the  bufhes, 
dunghills,  or  heaps  of  ftraw,  to  fet  fire  to 
them  ;  and  this  method  would  have  been 
very  fpeedy,  convenient,  and  fuccefsful ; 
as  it  has  been  in  other  places.  But  in  the 
fummer,  when  they  have  marched  out  of 
their  fpring-quarters,  and  have  invaded 
the  corn-fields,  &c.  it  is  almoft  impoflibie 
to  extirpate  them,  without  thoroughly 
threfhing  the  whole  piece  of  land  that  har¬ 
bours  them,  with  fticks  or  flails,  and  thus 
crufhing  the  locufts  with  the  produce  of  the 
land. 

Finally,  when  the  corn  is  ripe,  or  nearly 
B  fo,  we  have  found,  to  our  great  lofs,  that 
there  is  no  other  method  of  getting  rid  of 
them,  or  even  of  diminishing  their  numbers, 
but  to  furround  the  piece  of  ground  with 
a  multitude  of  people,  who  might  fright 
them  away  with  bells,  brafs  veffels,  and 
all  other  forts  of  noife.  But  even  this  me¬ 
thod  will  not  fucceed,  till  the  fun  is  pretty 


panded  ;  and  then  their  body  was  very  phigh,  fo  as  to  dry  the  corn  from  the  dew  j 
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tender,  and  of  a  yellowifh  green :  Then  in 
order  to  render  themfelves  fit  for  flying, 
they  gradually  unfolded  their  wings  with 
their  hinder  feet,  as  flies  do.  And  as  foon  as 
any  of  them  found  themfelves  able  to  life 
their  wings,  they  foared  up,  and,  by  flying 
yound  the  others,  provoked  them  to  join 
them  ;j,A‘nd  thus  their  numbers  increafing 


for  other wife  they  will  either  ftick  to  the 
ftalks,  or  lie  hid  under  the  grafs.  But 
when  they  happen  to  be  driven  to  a  wafte 
piece  of  ground,  they  are  to  be  beat  with 
fticks  or  briars  5  and  if  they  gather  to¬ 
gether  in  heaps,  ftraw  or  litter  may  be 
thrown  over  them,  and  fet  on  fire.  Now 
this  methed  ferves  rather  to  leffen  their 


daily,  they  took  circular  flights  of  20  or  D  numbers,  than  totally  deftroy  them  $  for 


^30  yards  wide,  until  they  werejoined  by 
the  reft  5  and,  after  miferably  laying  wafte 
their  native  fields,  they  proceeded  elfe- 
where  in  large  troops. 

Where foever  thofe  fwarms  happened  to 
pitch,  they  fpared  no  fort  of  vegetable  5 
they  eat  up  the  young  corn,  and  the  very 
grafs  5  but  nothing  is  more  difmal  to  be¬ 
hold  than  the  lands  in  which  they  were 
hatched  5  for  they  fo  greedily  devoured  every 
green  thing  thereon,  before  they  could  fly, 
that  they  left  the  ground  quite  bare. 

There  is  nothing  to  be  feared  in  thofe 
places  to  which  this  plague  did  not  reach 
before  the  autumn  5  for  the  locufls  have  not 
flrength  to  fly  to  any  confiderable  diftance, 


many  of  them  lurk  under  the  grafs  or 
thick  corn,  and  in  the  fiffures  of  the  ground, 
from  the  fun’s  heat  :  Wherefore  it  is  requi- 
fite  to  repeat  this  operation  feveral  times, 
in  order  to  diminilli  their  numbers,  and 
confequently  the  damage  done  by  them. 
It  will  likewife  be  of  ufe,  where  a  large 
in.  troop  of  them  has  pitched,  to  dig  a  long 
trench,  of  an  ell  in  width  and  depth,  and 
place  feveral  perfons  along  its  edges,  pro¬ 
vided  with  brooms,  and  fuch-like  things, 
while  another  numerous  fet  of  people  form 
afemicircle,  that  takes  in  both  ends  of  the' 
trench,  and  encompalfes  the  locufts,  and, 
by  making  the  noife  above-mentioned, 
diive  them  into  the  trench  ;  out  of  which 


but  in  July,  Auguft,  and  the  beginning  of  r  if  they  attempt  to  efcape,  thofe  on  the 


September  5  and  even  then,  in  changing 
the  places  of  refidence,  they  feem  to  tend 
to  warmer  climates. 

Different  methods  are  to  be  employed, 
according  to  the  age  and  ftate  of  thefe  in¬ 
fers  j  for  feme  will  be  effe&ual  as  foon 
as  they  are  hatched  $  others  when  they  be- 


edges  are  to  fweep  them  back,  and  then 
crufh  them  with  their  brooms  and  flakes, 
and  bury  them,  by  throwing  in  the  earth 
again. 

But  when  they  have  begun  to  fly,  there 
fliould  be  horfemen  upon  the  wratch  in  the 
fields,  who,  upon  any  appearance  of  the 


gin  to  crawl  ;  and  others,  in  fine,  when  q  fwarm  taking  wing,  fliould  immediately 


they  are  able  to  fly.  And  experience  has 
taught  us  here  in  Tranfilvania,  that  it 
would  have  been  of  great  ferviee,  to  have 
•diligently  fought  out  the  places  where  the 
females  lodged  ;  for  nothing  was  mors 
cafy,  than  carefully  to  vifit  thofe  places  in 


alarm  the  neighbourhood  by  a  certain  fig. 
nal,  that  they  might  come  and  fright  them 
from  their  lands  by  all  forts  of  noife  5  and 
if,  tired  with  flying,  they  happen  to  pitch 
cn  a  wafte  piece  cf  land,  it  will  be  very 

eafy 
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eafy  to  kill  them  with  flicks  and  brooms, 
in  the  evening,  or  early  in  the  morning, 
while  they  are  wet  with  the  dew  3  or  any 
time  of  the  day  in  rainy  weather  3  for 
then  they  are  not  able  to  fly. 

I  have  already  taken  notice,  that,  if  the 
weather  be  cold  or  wet  in  autumn,  they 
generally  hide  themfelves  in  fecret  places, 
where  they  lay  their  eggs, '  and  then  die  : 
Wherefore  great  care  (hould  be  taken  at 
this  time,  when  the  ground  is  freed  of  its 
crop,  to  deftroy  them,  before  they  lay 
their  eggs. 

in  September,  174?,  we  received  cef-' 
tain  intelligence,  that  feveral  fwarms  of 
locufts  came  out  of  Walachia  into  Tranfil- 
vania  thro’  the  ufual  inlets,  and  took  pof- 
feffien  of  a  traCl  of  land  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Claufberg,  near  three  miles  in 
length  5  where  it  was  not  pofliole  to  fave 
the  millet  and  Turkifh  wheat  from  thefe 
devourers. 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  no  inftances  of 
this  kind  will  qccur  in  our  hiftory,  except 
what  feme  old  men  remember,  and  what  Q 
we  have  experienced  j  at  lea rt:  there  is  no  ' 
account,  that  any  locufts  came  hither, 
which  did  not  die  before  they  laid  their  1 
eggs  hpweyer,  this  is  a  known  fa£t,  that, 
about  40  years  ago,  fome  fwarms  came 
hither  out  of  Walachia,  and  did  vaft  da¬ 
mage  where- ever  they  fettled  ;  but  either 
left  this  country  before  the  end  of  fummer,  „ 
or  died  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 

Perhaps  better  remedies  may  be  had 
.from  other  countries,  where  this  evil  is 
more  common,  againft  next  fpring  5  for 
the  winter  feafon  is  very  fafe  from  th:s 
plague, — Here  ends  the  gentleman’s  ac¬ 
count,  after  which  are  the  following  re¬ 
marks. 

The  gentleman,  to  whom  the  foregoing  E 
account  was  fent  from  Tranfilvania  to  Vi¬ 
enna,  and  who  tranfmitted  it  hither,  has 
alfo  informed  us,  that  a  confiderable  num¬ 
ber  of  thefe  locufts  had  alfo  come  within 
20'leagues  of  that  city  5  and  that  one  co¬ 
lumn  of  them  had  been  feen  there,  which 
was  about  half  an  hour’s  journey  in 
breadth  ;  but  of  fuch  a  length,  that,  af-  p. 
ter  three  hoyrs,  tho’  they  feemed  to  fly  ^ 
fart,  one  c^uld  not  yet  fee  the  end  of  the 
column.  The  eggs  of  thefe  animals,  which 
have  been  preferved  in  dry  mould,  have 
produced  nothing  3  but  thofe  that  have 
been  preferved  in  mould  that  was  moiften- 
ed  with  water  from  time  to  time,  gave 
early  in  the  fpring  of  T749,  fome  of  thefe 
grafshoppers.  The  little  ones  were,  foon  G 
after  they  came  forth,  of  the  flze  nearly 
of  ordinary  flies  :  They  had  already  the 
form  of  grafshoppers,  but  they  had  as  yet 
no  wings.  This  obfervation  fhevvs,  that 
th?  author  of  the  foregoing  account  was 


miftaken,  when  he  fays,  “  Thefe  infedly 
had  at  firft  the  form  of  grubs,  or  fmali 
worms.  ”  They  change  their  fkin  feveral 
times,  but  they  do  not  acquire  wings  till 
they  have  changed  for  the  laft  time. 

1.  he  grafshoppers  that  were  taken  in 
England  in  1748,  have  been  compared 
with  thofe  that  have  been  fent  over  from 
Hungary  and  from  Poland  that  fame  year, 
and  they  have  been  found  to  be  perfectly 
of  the  fame  kind.  There  are  in  Sir  Hans 
Sloane’s  collection  fome  of  the  fame  fort 
of  locufts  or  grafshoppers  preferved  in  fpi- 
rifS  of  wine,  and  which  were  taken  up 
here  above  30  years  flnce,  and  are  exactly 
like  thofe  from  Egypt  and  Barbary. 

■  ■  u  ■■■  ■■  ' 

The  Cafe  of  Mr,  Smith,  Surgeon,  at  Sud¬ 
bury,  in  Suffolk  3  the  Coats  of  whofe  Sto¬ 
mach  were  c h  inged  into  an  almoft  cartila- 
Subf 


ie  vigorous  time  of  life, 
being  no  more  than  36  years  of 
age,  and,  to  all  appearance,  of  a  ftrong 
well-fet  habit.  His  way  of  living  was 
quite  regular  ;  but  his  practice  of  mid- 
wifry,  which  was  pretty  large,  often  forced 
him  in  fevere  weather  from  a  warm  bed 
into  bad  roads,  and  fometimes  into  raw 
uncomfortable  houfes. 

He  had  for  feveral  years  complained  of 
uneafinefs  at  his  ftomach,  but  it  was  not 
confiderable  till  about  Jan.  1746-7.  From 
that  time  he  almoft  conftantly  threw  up 
his  food  within  an  hour  or  two  after  tak¬ 
ing  it,  and  he  felt  violent  pain  about  the 
fcrobiculus  cordis.  Divers  phyficians  were 
advifed  with,  but  medicines  availed  him 
nothing  5  nor  had  he  any  eafe,  except 
from  opiates,  or  fpirituous  liquors  3  and 
this  was  of  fhort  continuance. 

It  being,  in  the  September  following,  re¬ 
commended  to  him  to  go  to  Bath,  he  for 
fome  weeks  drank  the  waters,  and  after¬ 
wards  bathed.  The  firft  had  no  remark¬ 
able  effeCt,  but  he  found  himfelf  worfe 
after  bathing.  Upon  his  return  home, 
new  phyficians  were  confulted,  and  new 
methods  were  tried,  but  to  no  purpofe  ; 
and,  to  make  life  tolerable,  he  was  forced 
to  be  very  free  in  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  li¬ 
quors  and  opiates. 

In  Feb.  1747-8,  he  voided,  by  two  or 
three  ftools,  about  a  couple  of  ounces  of 
matter.  Some  weeks  before  his  death  the 
pains  went  off,  and  his  vomiting  was  at 
times  flayed  j  but  whenever  that  hap¬ 
pened,  whatever  he  took  ran  direCtly  thro* 
him.  And_  indeed  he  was  now  and  then, 
during  the  whole  illnefs,  fubjeCt  to  bilious 
dejeChons. 

On  this  remiffion  of  the  fymptoms,  his 
friends  flattered  themfelves  yet  that  all 
might  do  well  3  but  his  wafting,  which 

had 
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had  long  began,  continued  j  and  his  legs, 
efpecially  one  of  them,  became  cedema- 
tous.  After  growing  gradually  weaker, 
till  nature  was  quite  fpent,  he  expired, 
with  the  utmoft  ferenity  of  mind,  in  the 
evening  of  Auguft  7. 

His  body  being,  purfuant  to  his  requeft, 
opened  in  the  prefence  of  Dr.  Seariing,  ^ 
and  three  or  four  furgeons,  the  coats  of 
the  ftomach  were  found  changed  into  an 
uniform,  white,  inelaftick,  almoft  carti¬ 
laginous  fubftance,  which  was  four  tenths 
of  an  inch  in  thicknefs.  Befides  this  ftrange 
alteration  in  its  coats,  the  ftomach  was  fo 
contracted,  as  to  be  incapable  of  holding 


more  than  five  or  fix  ounces  $  and  its  in¬ 
ner  furface  was  befmeared  with  a  various 
coloured  matter.  The  reft  of  the  vifeera 
feemed  to  be  quite  unafFefted,  and  every 
thing  was  in  its  natural  fituation,  except 
the  omentum,  which,  befides  being,-*  as 
Js  in  all  tabid  bodies,  vaftly  wafted,  was 
necefiarily  drawn  upwards  by  the  contrac¬ 
tion  of  the  ftomach. 
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ftool.  If  the  firft  or  third  had  been  the 
cafe,  it  would  have  fhewn  itfelf  in  a  jaun¬ 
dice  j  if  the  fecond,  there  would  have 
been  an  abfeefs  in  the  liver  or  gall  blad¬ 
der  |  fo  that  of  courfe  it  muft  run  off  by 
ftool.  Spirituous  liquors  might  help  to 
bring  on  this  contraftion,  inelafticity,  and 
infenfibility  of  the  ftomach  ;  But  it  feems 
pretty  clear,  that  they  were  not  the  foie 
caufe,  elfe  immoderate  drinkers  of  them 
would  generally  be  affefted  in  the  fame 
manner. 

u  hum— ■  .1 1  m  ^  '"i  W*- 

The  other  Articles  contained  in  this  Number , 
are  as  follow. 

I,  account  of  glafles  of  a  new  con¬ 


trivance,  for  preferving  pieces  of 


Remarks  on  the  Cafe,  by  the  Gentleman  whs 
fent  it. 

It  is  highly  probable,  that  this  gentle¬ 
man’s  diforder,  whether  conftitutienal  or 
acquired,  was  at  flirt  an  obftruftion  in 
thole  glands,  which  feparate  the  humour 
that  ferves  to  defend  the  villous  coat  from 
the  acrimony  of  what  is  taken  into  the  _ 
ftomach,  and  to  prevent  its  being  ftimu- 


anatomy  or  natural  hiftory  in  fpirituous 
liquors. 

II.  Obfervationes  aliquae  aftronomicae  a  re- 
verendo  P.  P.  Su3rez  e  S.  J.  in  Para- 
quaria  habitae,  et  per  D.  Suarez  M.  D. 
cum  Soc.  Regali  communicatse. 

III.  Obfervatio  eclipfis  folaris  Julii  14,  et 
Q  lunse  Julii  2%,  1748,  Madirti  habita. 

IV.  Ext  raft  of  a  letter  from  Benj.  Heath, 
Efq;  to  Peter  Davall,  Efq;  3ecr.  R.  S. 
inclofing  a  propofa!  for  intirdy  remov¬ 
ing  the  only  real  defeft  in  the  lateral 
operation  for  the  ftone. 

V.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Henry  Baker,  F.  R,  S» 
to  the  prefident,  concerning  fome  ver¬ 
tebrae  of  ammonitae,  or  cornua  ammo- 
ms. 


Hated  by  the  aliment  in  digeftion  j  for  want 
of  which  it  was  fo  fubjeft  to  irritation, 
that  fcarce  any  thing  would  ftay  upon  it. 
The  matter  voided  by  ftool  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  formed  in  the  ftomach,  becaufe  lie 
never  complained  of  confiderable  pain  in 
any  other  part  j  befides,  had  it  been  from 
an  abfeefs  in  the  inteftines,  or  any  other  of  £ 
the  vifeera,  the  feat  of  it  would  in  all  like¬ 
lihood  have  been  apparent.  The  loofe- 
nefs,  which,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  illnefs, 
always  attended  him  when  the  vomiting 
ceafed,  plainly  fhews,  that  the  ftomach  had 
at  that  time  acquired  a  great,  if  not  its 
geateft,  degree  of  contraftion  j  for  which 
reafon,  as  it  could  contain  but  little,  any 
quantity  of  food  muft,  if  not  thrown  up,  ^ 
go  immediately  downwards.  The  going 
off  of  the  pain  forae  weeks  before  his 
death,  was  owing  to  the  fenfibility  of  the 
coats  of  the  ftomach  being  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  or  quite  deftroyed.  The  bilious  de- 
ieftions  that  frequently  attended  him,  may 
be  afcribed  to  want  of  digeftion  ;  ’which, 
as  little  or  no  chyle  was  fent  into  the  duo-  Q 
denum,  rendered  the  bile  ufelefs.  The 
conftquence  of  this  was  a  non-fecretion  of 
that  humour,  an  accumulation  of  it  in  the 
liver,  or  gall-bladder,  its  being  recon¬ 
vened  into  the  blood,  or  its  going  oft  by 


VI.  A  catalogue  of  the  fifty  plants  from 
Chelfea-garden,  prefented  to  the  Royal 
Society  by  the  company  of  apothecaries, 
for  the  year  1746. 

VII.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Clarke,  to 
,Mr.  Fleming,  concerning  a  boy,  who 
had  a  calculus  formed  between  the  glans 
and  the  prseputium. 

VIII.  The  eftablifhment  of  a  new  genus 
of  plants,  called  Salvadora,  with  its  de» 
feription. 

IX.  A  ftate  of  the  Englifh  weights  and 
meafures  of  capacity,  as  they  appear 
from  the  laws  as  well  ancient  as  mo¬ 
dern  $  with  fome  confiderations  thereon. 

X.  A  letter  from  Dr.  le  Cat,  F.  R.  S.  to 
C.  Mortimer,  M.  D.  Secret.  R.  S.  con¬ 
cerning  the  cure  of  dry  gangrenes,  &c. 

Conclusion  of  the  Whimsical  Phi* 

l  o  S  o  p  h  E  R>  Differt .  V.  That  Domi - 
nion  does  not  follow  Property,  but  the 
Sword,  with  a  Propofai  for,  referring  a 
warlike  Spirit  and  military  Difcipline  to 
the  People  in  general.  (See  p.  556.) 

F  T  E  R  this  account  of  the  prefent 
generation,  and  I  believe  every  one 
will  admit  it  is  too  generally  true,  can  we 
expeft  that  the  people  ftiould  have  any 
warlike  fpjrit  or  military  difcipline  among 

them  ? 
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them  ?  Can  we  expett  they  (hould  have 
any  regard  for  their  landlords,  or  for  any 
great  family  in  their  neighbourhood  ?  Can 
we  in  (hort  expert,  that  a  lord  or  com¬ 
moner,  let  his  land  eftate  be  what  it  will, 
(hould  have  any  power  ?  A  minifter  of 
Hate,  a  general,  a  lord -lieutenant,  or  fhe- 
riff,  may  have  power  ;  but  it  is  not  his  ^ 
power,  it  is  the  power  of  the  ftate,  the 
exercife  wheieof  is  committed  to  him  for 
*  time,  and  may  be  taken  fiom  him  when 
the  fovereign  pleafes.  Nay,  he  has  not, 
properly  fpeaking,  a  power  over  the  rents 
of  his  eftate  j  for  by  an  unjuft  govern¬ 
ment,  he  may  be  turned  out  of  the  re¬ 
ceipt,  without  his  being  able  to  make  any 
cppofition.  It  was  not  fo  with  our  and-  " 
ent  barons  :  They  could  make  opposition, 
and  did  often  raife  armies  for  that  purpofe. 
But  fo  powerlefs  are  our  great  men  now 
become,  that  one  of  the  greateft  fubjetts, 
and  one  of  the  moft  popular  men  in  the 
kingdom,  was  fome  years  fince  forced  to 
fiy  his  country,  becaufe,  as  he  faid  him- 
felf,  he  could  not  raife  men  enough  to  de-  C 
fend  him  againft  a  regiment  of  dragoons. 

I  do  not  mention  this  with  any  defign 
to  juftify  that  nobleman  :  I  mention  it 
only  to  Shew  how  much  the  people  are 
changed  from  what  they  were,  even  in  the 
days  of  Elizabeth  ;  for  even  in  her 
reign,  as  wife  and  juft  a  one  as  perhaps 
we  ever  had,  a  private  gentleman,  Leo-  p. 
nard  Dacres  by  name,  got  together  a  body 
of  3000  men,  for  efpoufing  his  private 
quairel  againft  the  government,  and  with 
them  fought  a  battle  againft  the  queen’s 
troops,  with  doubtful  fuccefs,  but  at  laft 
was  overcome. 

From  what  I  have  faid,  the  reader  may 
perhaps  fuppofe,  that  I  am  for  reftoring 
the  ancient  power  of  the  barons,  or  that  E 
fort  of  conftitution  which  was  introduced 
by  William  the  Conqueror,  who  gave  fuch 
a  number  of  manors  to  his  chief  followers, 
and  vefted  them  with  fuch  great  powers, 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  keep  the  people 
he  had  conquered  in  fubjeftion,  that  it 
was  for  ages  afterwards  very  difficult  to 
hold  them  in  fubje&ion  to  the  crown,  p 
This,  I  confefs,  I  fhould  be  for,  if  I  r 
thought  that  no  other  method  could  be 
found  for  preferving  a  true  warlike  fpirit 
and  military  difcipline  among  the  people  ; 
but  as  no  ftate  can  ever  be  at  peace,  or 
exert  its  (Length  agafnft  a  foreign  enemy, 
when  a  few  of  rhe  fubje&s  are  inverted 
with  fo  much  power,  that  two  or  three 
of  them  combining  together,  or  confede-  G 
rating  with  a  foreign  enemy,  may  bid  de¬ 
fiance  to  the  power  of  the  ftate,  which  is 
row  the  cafe  both  in  Germany  and  Po¬ 
land  }  and  as,  I  think,  another  method 
be  found  for  attaining  the  end  I  pro¬ 


pose,  therefore  I  am  againft  inverting  any 
fubjeft  with  fo  much  power  as  our  great 
barons  anciently  had. 

But  before  I  offer  what  I  think  proper 
for  this  purpofe,  I  mu  ft  confider  a  maxim 
laid  down  by  Mr.  Harrington,  to  wit. 
That  dominion  or  empire  always  follows  pro¬ 
perty.  I  fhall  grant  it  ought  to  do  fo,  and 
will  do  fo,  as  long  as  the  men  of  property 
keep  the  fword  in  their  own  hands  j  but 
if,  like  the  French  colony  in  America, 
they  grow  tired  of  carrying  their  arms, 
and  give  them  to  be  carried  by  their  (laves, 
thofe  Haves  will  turn  their  arms  againft 
them,  and  by  that  means  change  condi¬ 
tions  with  them.  Thus  it  has  fared  with 
the  men  of  property  in  moft  countries  of 
Europe  :  To  free  themfelves  from  the  trou¬ 
ble  and  danger  of  defending  their  property, 
and  that  they  might  indulge  themfelves  in 
eafe  and  fenfual  pleafur'e,  they  furnifhed 
their  prince  with  money  to  hire  mercenary 
foldiers,  by  which  means  they  are  become 
the  Haves  of  their  prince  and  his  merce¬ 
nary  army,  and  have  really  no  more  pro¬ 
perty  than  what  the  latter  pieafe  to  allow 
them  }  for  can  any  man  be  faid  to  have  a 
property  in  his  eftate,  when  his  prince 
can  impofe,  and  by  means  of  his  army 
make  him  pay  to  him  what  tax  or  tribute 
he  pleafes  ? 

It  is  therefore  fo  far  from  being  true, 
that  dominion  always  follows  property, 
that  both  property  and  dominion  always 
follow  the  fword  j  and  flavery  will  al¬ 
ways  be  the  lot  of  thofe,  who  neither 
have  arms,  nor  courage  or  (kill  to  make 
ufe  of  them,  if  they  had.  The  king  of 
France  is  virtually  as  much  mafter  of  all 
the  lands  in  his  dominion  as  the  Grand, 
Signior,  and  the  fubje&s  of  France  are  as 
much  Haves  as  the  fubje&s  of  Turkey.  The 
only  difference  is,  that  the  government  of 
France  has  more  wifdom,  and  is  founded 
upon  better  maxims,  than  that  of  Turkey  5 
for  the  moft  abfoiute  monarchy  that  ever 
was,  or  can  be,  if  it  be  wife,  will  propa¬ 
gate,  as  much  as  poffible,  a  belief  among 
its  Haves,  that  they  are  fecure  in  their 
property  j  becaufe  the  more  fecure  they 
think  themfelves  in  their  property,  the 
more  induftrious  they  will  be  to  improve 
and  increafe  it  ;  and  the  more  they  im¬ 
prove  or  increafe  their  property,  the  more 
they  will  be  able  to  contribute  or  pay  to 
their  matters,  the  king  and  his  army  ;  for 
in  fuch  governments  the  king,  and  the 
leaders  of  his  mercenary  army,  never  con- 
fider  what  the  people  are  willing,  but  what 
they  are  able  to  pay  j  whereas  the  go¬ 
vernors  of  a  free,  brave,  and  warlike  peo¬ 
ple,  where  there  is  no  mercenary  army,  or 
rot  fuch  a  one  as  can  mafter  the  people, 
snuft  confider  what  the  people  are  willing; 
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to  pay,  and  can  defu’e  no  more  of  any 
man’s  property  by  way  of  tax  or  impo- 
fition,  than  what  they  fhew  to  be  requifite 
for  fupporting  the  neceftary  publick  ex¬ 
pence. 

I  know  it  may  be  faid,  that  what  has  of 
late  happened  in  this  country  is  a  proof, 
that  dominion  does  not  always  follow  the  £ 
fword  ;  becaufe  we  have  long  had  a  mer¬ 
cenary  army  kept  up,  and  I  have  myfelf 
ffiewn,  that’the  people  have  now  no  war¬ 
like  fpirit  or  military  difcipline  among  them, 
yet  the  freedom  of  our  government  is  ftiil 
preferved,  nor  has  the  military  fo  much 
as  attempted  to  aflume  dominion,  nor  is  it 
probable  they  ever  will,  as  long  as  they 
are  kept  up  but  from  year  to  year,  and  " 
commanded  moftiy  by  gentlemen  of  family 
and  fortune. 

As  to  what  they  have  done,  I  muft  firft 
anfwer,  that  till  the  year  1716,  we  never 
had  in  time  of  peace  fuch  a  numerous 
army  as  could  affume  dominion,  or  alter 
the  form  of  our  government  j  and  fince  that 
time  they  have  had  no  occafion  to  do  fo  5  Q 
for  no  prince  or  general  will  defire  (o  alter 
our  form  of  government,  as  long  as  the 
parliament  gives  him  every  thing  he  alks, 
and  does  nothing  he  has  caufe  to  find  fault 
with.  Befides,  an  army  of  natives  muft 
be  kept  up  for  a  long  time,  and  much 
pra&ifed  on,  before  even  the  common 
foldiers  will  ccnfent  to  be  inftrumental  in 
overturning  the  liberties  of  their  country.  ^ 
We  are  not  therefore  to  judge  what  the 
army  may  do  from  what  they  have  done, 
nor  can  we  fear  any  thing  from  them, 
until  they  have  a  prince  or  general  at  their 
head,  who  is  refolved  to  have  or  do  fome- 
thing,  that  a  parliament  legally  chofen  wiil 
not  confent  to. 

But  if  this  fhould  ever  happen,  the  prince  £ 
or  general  will  refolve  to  have  fuch  a  par¬ 
liament  returned  by  undue  methods  as  will 
confcnt  to  what  he  propofes,  or  he  will 
diffolve  the  parliament,  and  eftabliffi  in  its 
ftead  a  council  of  officers.  In  the  fir  ft  cafe, 

I  make  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  that  the 
army  would  fupport  him  and  his  illegal 
parliament  againft  the  refentment  of  the  ^ 
people  ;  nor  do  I  lefe  doubt  but  that  fuch  - 
a  parliament  would  pafs  fuch  laws  as  might 
enable  him  to  have  always  fuch  parliaments 
for  the  future,  And  even  in  the  laft  cafe,  if 
the  common  foldiers  ffiould  generally  refolve 
to  ftand  by  their  prince  or  general,  I  am 
afraid,  we  fhould  find  little  benefit  from 
the  army’s  having  been  kept  up  from  year 
to  year,  by  confent  of  parliament,  or  from  G 
it  being  commanded  by  men  of  family  and 
fortune  }  for  it  would  be  prefently  given 
out,  that  the  parliament  which  refufed  to 
continue  the  army,  or  brought  on  its  own 
difiblution,  was  compofed  either  of  jacobites 
©r  republicans  ;  Every  office^  who  refigned 


would  be  deemed  by  the  other  officers  and 
foldiers  a  jacobite  or  republican  j  and  as 
fuch  officers  could  expeil  no  protection 
from  an  unarmed,  undisciplined  people, 
I  believe,  very  few  would  rifk  the  confe- 
quences,  efpecially  as  it  is  a  received  rule 
in  the  army,  that  no  officer  can  refign  his 
commiffion  without  the  leave  of  his  fove- 
reign. 

Therefore,  if  any  future  king,  or  even 
a  favourite  general  of  our  army,  fhould 
refolve  to  aboliffi  our  civil,  and  eftablifh 
a  military  government,  we  have,  I  think, 
nothing  to  truft  to  but  the  virtue  of  the 
common  foldiers  of  our  army  $  and  as 
they  are  men  of  no  property,  and  generally 
allowed  to  be  none  of  the  beft  fort  of  men 
in  the  kingdom,  I  much  fufpeft  they 
would  do  as  the  Haves  of  the  French  colony 
before  mentioned  did,  they  would  turn 
againft  us  thofe  arms  we  had  put  into 
their  hands  for  our  eafe,  and  from  being 
our  fervants,  would  become  ourmafters. 

Can  we  prevent  this  by  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  militia  ?  I  am  fure  we  cannot  by  any 
fcheme  for  that  purpofe,  that  has  been 
hitherto  brought  into  parliament.  By  them 
it  has  been  generally  propofed,  to  keep  up 
a  certain  number  of  militia  to  be  compofed 
of  men  of  the  loweft  rank,  and  commanded 
by  fuch  gentlemen  in  each  county  as  the 
king  ffiould  appoint.  This  is  ftill  trufting 
the  fword  in  the  hands  of  men  of  no  pro¬ 
perty,  and  leaving  the  men  of  property, 
as  they  are  now,  quite  deftitute  of  any 
fort  of  warlike  fpirit  or  military  dif¬ 
cipline,  which  would  rather  increafe  than 
prevent  the  danger  ;  becaufe  if  our  army 
ffiould  fet  up  againft  our  civil  government, 
moll  of  our  militia  foldiers,  and  perhaps 
many  of  their  officers,  would  join  the 
army,  for  the  fake  of  entering  into  im¬ 
mediate  pay. 

Could  we  expeft  any  more  certain  fecu- 
rity  from  the  law  lately  propofed  in  par¬ 
liament,  for  limiting  the  time  of  a  foldier’s 
being  obliged  to  ferve  in  the  army  ?  none 
at  all ;  becaufe  it  is  attended  with  the  fame 
danger  in  every  refpedt,  In  ffiort,  all  fuch 
fchemes,  are  fchemes  againft  nature.  It  is 
putting  empire  in  the  hands  of  one  fet  of 
men,  and  the  fword  in  the  hands  of  another  $ 
whereas,  from  the  nature  of  things  it  is 
impoffible,  that  thefe  two  ffiould  long  conti¬ 
nue  feparate.  In  Venice  they  have  conti¬ 
nued  feparate  longer  than  they  ever  did  in 
any  country  in  the  world  ;  but  this  proceeds 
from  their  feat  of  goverment’s  being  unap¬ 
proachable  by  their  army  ;  from  the  few 
wars  they  have  had,  and  their  little  fuccefs 
in  any  of  them  ;  from  their  employing 
always  a  foreigner  for  their  general  in 
chief ;  and  from  fevsral  other  caufes  too 
tedious  to  mention, 

Ther§ 


